
S 4 S N
T S U K U B A  J A P A N

T R A V E L
I N F O  &

F A Q S

@S4SNeuro
www.S4SN.org

M A R C H  2 5 - 2 8 ,  2 0 2 4

http://www.s4sn.org/


T A B L E  O F
C O N T E N T S

Introduction. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .01

1 .  Arr iv ing in Japan
Travel  Visas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .02
Immigrat ion & customs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .03
Travel l ing to Tsukuba. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .04

Bus t ravel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .05
Bus and train travel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .08
Car travel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 1

2.  Gett ing around in Japan
Useful  numbers and websites . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
Payments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13
Suica card. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
Travel l ing. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15

3.  Gett ing around in Tsukuba. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
Tsukuba stat ion map. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
Conference venue. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18
Direct ions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19
Accommodations. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .23
Restaurants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .24
Shopping. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25

4.  Excursion recommendations. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .26
Tsukuba area. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .27
Tokyo area. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30
More things to see. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .36



INTRO
DUCTION

Welcome to the vibrant city  of  Tsukuba,  Japan - a
convergence of  cutt ing-edge science,  cultural  r ichness,
and natural  beauty.  As you embark on this  conference
journey,  Tsukuba unfolds as a captivat ing dest inat ion,
seamlessly blending modernity with tradit ion.

This  ci ty ,  with i ts  world-class inst i tut ions and research
faci l i t ies ,  provides the perfect  backdrop for  intel lectual
exchange and col laborat ion.  Beyond the conference,
discover the charm of  Tsukuba’s unique cultural  her i tage.
As you explore the dynamic intersect ions of  science,
culture,  and nature in Tsukuba,  we invite you to immerse
yourself  in  an unforgettable experience.  This  conference
is  not  just  an academic gathering but  a journey into the
heart  of  Japan’s innovation and hospital i ty .

We welcome you to Tsukuba - where ideas f lour ish,
connections thr ive,  and memories are forged.
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Scan th is  QR  code for
access  to  our  t rave l
gu ide  webs i te ,
featur ing  maps ,
at t ract ions ,
excurs ions ,  and more!



I N T E R N A T I O N A L  T R A V E L
I N F O R M A T I O N

As part  of  your travel  preparat ions ,  we would l ike
to remind you that certain internat ional  v is i tors

may require a v isa to enter Japan.  

TRAVEL VISAS

To faci l i tate a smooth and t imely v isa appl icat ion process ,  we
recommend reviewing the guidel ines and requirements provided
by the Japanese government ,  which can be found at the
fol lowing l inks :

1 .    https ://www.mofa.go. jp/ j_info/vis i t/v isa/index.html

2 .   https ://www.mofa.go. jp/ j_info/vis i t/v isa/short/other_visa.html

Please note that  visa procedures vary based on nationality  and
your current  country of  residence.  Therefore,  i t  is  crucial  to
careful ly  examine the information in  the l inks above to
understand the specif ic  requirements applicable to you.  

Should you have any quest ions regarding the v isa appl icat ion
process or i f  you need assistance from the Society for  Social
Neuroscience,  do not hesitate to reach out to us .  We are here to
help ensure your journey to Tsukuba is  as smooth as possible .

Arr iv ing in Japan Travel Visas
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https://www.mofa.go.jp/j_info/visit/visa/index.html
https://www.mofa.go.jp/j_info/visit/visa/short/other_visa.html


I N T E R N A T I O N A L  T R A V E L
I N F O R M A T I O N

After arr iv ing at the airport  (Nar i ta or Haneda),
you wi l l  need to go through the usual  immigrat ions

and customs.

For customs,  you can either f i l l  out the customs form on a
physical  piece of  paper or  onl ine.  Only one customs form is
required per family .

I f  y o u  c h o o s e  t o  u s e  a  p h y s i c a l  f o r m  :
A physical  copy of  the form usual ly  gets distr ibuted dur ing the
f l ight ,  or  there are also some avai lable in the baggage claim
area.

1 .

You wi l l  need to go through the in-person customs area.2 .

I f  y o u  c h o o s e  t o  u s e  a n  o n l i n e  f o r m :
Go to the V i s i t  J a p a n  w e b s i t e  to  f i l l  i t  out .  You wi l l  be given a
QR code once you have f i l led out  the customs form.

1 .

Once in the baggage claim area,  f ind a customs QR code
reacher machine.  You wi l l  need your QR code and your
passport .  

2 .

Go through the customs e-gates.  Gates should open just  with
facial  recognit ion.

3 .

IMMIGRATION & CUSTOMS

Arr iv ing in Japan Immigration & Customs
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https://www.vjw.digital.go.jp/main/#/vjwplo001


We strongly recommend using either  Airport  buses or  taxis,
but  not  train routes from Narita Airport .  From Haneda

Airport,  Tsukuba Station can be accessed by train routes
but three different  train r ides are necessary.

T R A V E L L I N G  T O  T S U K U B A
Travelling to Tsukuba

As  you  wi l l  see  in  the  next  few pages ,  there  are  mul t ip le  ways  to
t rave l  to  Tsukuba f rom Nar i ta  and Haneda A i rpor ts .  The  loca l
commit tee  recommend that  you  t rave l  by  bus ,  wh ich  i s  the
most  d i rect  way  o f  t rave l .

Wherever  you  w i l l  be  t rave l l ing  f rom,  you  w i l l  a r r ive  a  Tsukuba
Center/Tsukuba TX  S tat ion .  F rom there ,  Hote l  N ikko  Tsukuba and
Daiwa Roynet  Hote l  are  a  2-minute  walk  f rom the  bus  s top  at
the  Tsukuba Center .  Hote l  JAL  C i ty  i s  about  a  5-7  minute  walk .

For  those  t rave l l ing  f rom Haneda A i rpor t
* * *  T h e  t i c k e t  b o o t h  a t  H a n e d a  A i r p o r t  m a y  b e  c l o s e d  f o r  l a t e -

a r r i v a l  f l i g h t s .  * * *
T ickets  may need to  be  purchased f rom a  t icket  machine
around the  bus  gate  w i th  cash  (not  sure  cred i t  card  i s
accepted) .

A i rpor t  buses  are  a lso  ava i lab le  to  many Tsukuba Express  (TX)
stat ions ,  inc lud ing  those  not  ment ioned in  the  fo l lowing pages
(e .g . ,  Ak ihabara   S tat ion) .

But  o ther  s tat ions  tend to  be  b igger  and need to  walk  longer
to  get  to  the  TX  ent rance .  T ransfer r ing  to  the  TX  at
Kash iwanoha Campus Stat ion  i s  the  eas iest  and smoothest .
There  are  a lso  many bus  serv ices  to  K i ta-Sen ju  S tat ion ,  but
th is  s tat ion  i s  a lso  qu i te  b ig  and i t  can  be  compl icated to
t ransfer  to  the  TX .

For  those  t rave l l ing  on  Tsukuba Express  (TX)  t ra ins
* * *  B e  a w a r e  t h a t  c a r  1  f o r  t r a i n s  b o u n d  f o r  T s u k u b a  a f t e r  1 8 : 0 0

o n  w e e k d a y s  i s  f o r  w o m e n  o n l y .  * * *
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Arr iv ing in Japan



BETWEEN NARITA AIRPORT AND
TSUKUBA

T R A V E L  B Y  B U S
Bus travel between Narita Airport and Tsukuba

OPT ION A :  Nar i ta  A i rpor t  to  Tsukuba Center  by  A i rpor t
Bus  Serv ice  

You wi l l  be  ar r iv ing  in  Termina ls  1 ,  2  o r  3 ,  depending on  the
a i r l ine .

1 .

A f ter  you  f in ish  the  customs ,  p lease  go  to  the  Ke ise i  bus
booth  (not  the  L imous ine  bus  booth)  to  get  a  bus  t icket  to
Tsukuba Center .

2 .

A  bus  t icket  w i l l  cost  JPY  2 ,400  and can be  pa id  w i th  a  cred i t
card .

3 .

The  bus  gate  i s  r ight  outs ide  o f  the  termina l  bu i ld ing .  P lease
check  the  gate  number  at  the  t icket  booth .

4 .

I t  w i l l  take  about  55-65 minutes  to  get  to  the  Tsukuba
Center .  Th is  bus  serv ice  ends  at  Tsuch iura  JR  S tat ion .  So
p lease  be  carefu l  not  to  miss  the  Tsukuba Center  s top .

5 .

A  qu ick  walk  to  the  hote l  o f  your  cho ice .6 .

*** You need to reserve the return leg from Tsukuba Center  to
Narita Airport  ***  

Please purchase a t icket  at  the bus t icket  of f ice at  the Tsukuba
Center  near gate 8 ,  where the airport  buses depart .  I f  you need
help,  p lease come to the Help Desk run by the S4SN2024 local
committee dur ing the meeting.

For  the bus t imetable and more information,  please cl ick here.
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Arr iv ing in Japan

https://www.chibakotsu.co.jp/en/kousoku/natts.html


OPTION B:  Haneda Airport  to Tsukuba Center by Airport
Bus Service 

You wi l l  be  ar r iv ing  at  Termina l  3  fo r  in ternat iona l  f l ights .1 .
A f ter  you  f in ish  the  customs ,  p lease  go  to  the  L imous ine  bus
counter  to  get  a  bus  t icket  to  Tsukuba Center .  

2 .

A  bus  t icket  w i l l  cost  JPY  2 ,000  and can be  pa id  w i th  a  cred i t
card .

3 .

The  bus  gate  shou ld  be  9  (but  p lease  conf i rm at  the  booth) .
You  need to  go  to  the  f i r s t  f loor  o f  the  a i rpor t  bu i ld ing  and
walk  to  the  gate  a f ter  you  ex i t  the  door .  

4 .

I t  takes  about  2  hours  to  get  to  Tsukuba Center ,  wh ich  i s  the
last  s top  on  the  bus  l ine .

5 .

A  qu ick  walk  to  the  hote l  o f  your  cho ice .6 .

*** There are only two services per  day and the last  bus to
Tsukuba Center  leaves at  17 :05 from Haneda Airport .  ***

Please see on the fol lowing pages for  al ternat ive bus/train routes
via Kashiwanoha-Campus Stat ion and via K i tasenjyu Stat ion.  

Bus to/from Haneda Airport to Tsukuba

T R A V E L  B Y  B U S
BETWEEN HANEDA AIRPORT AND
TSUKUBA
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Arr iv ing in Japan

https://pfwww.kek.jp/users_info/access/bushnde.html


* * *  N o  r e s e r v a t i o n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  r e t u r n  t r i p  t o  H a n e d a
A i r p o r t  f r o m  T s u k u b a  C e n t e r .  * * *

Please purchase a t icket  at  the bus t icket  of f ice at  Tsukuba
Center  near gate 8 ,  where the airport  buses depart .  You can also
pay direct ly  to the dr iver  by cash or  by a Suica card (see page 13
for  Suica cards) .  I f  you need help ,  p lease come to the Help Desk
run by the S4SN2024 local  committee dur ing the meeting.

B u s  t i c k e t s  c a n  b e  p u r c h a s e d  a t  t h e  a i r p o r t  w i t h  a  c r e d i t  c a r d .
For  late-night  f l ights ,  t icket  booth at  Haneda Airport  may be
closed.  T ickets to Kashiwano-Ha Campus Stat ion f rom Haneda
(JPY 1 ,600) may need to be purchased from a t icket  machine with
cash (not  sure credit  card is  accepted) .

Bus to/from Haneda Airport to Tsukuba

T R A V E L  B Y  B U S
HANEDA BUS TIMETABLE
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OPT ION C :  Haneda A i rpor t  to  Tsukuba Center  v ia
Kash iwanoha-Campus Stat ion

You wi l l  be  ar r iv ing  at  Termina l  3  fo r  in ternat iona l  f l ights .1 .
A f ter  you  f in ish  the  customs ,  p lease  go  to  the  L imous ine  bus
counter  to  get  a  bus  t icket  to  Kash iwanoha-Campus .

2 .

A  bus  t icket  w i l l  cost  JPY  1 ,600  and can be  pa id  w i th  a  cred i t
card .

3 .

The  bus  gate  shou ld  be  6  (but  p lease  conf i rm at  the  booth) .
You  need to  go  to  the  f i r s t  f loor  o f  the  a i rpor t  bu i ld ing  and
walk  to  the  gate  a f ter  you  ex i t  the  door .   

4 .

I t  takes  about  100  minutes  to  reach the  Kash iwanoha-
Campus s top  –  which  i s  at  the  Tsukuba Express  (TX)  t ra in
stat ion .  Th is  bus  serv ice  ends  at  Kash iwa Stat ion .  So  p lease
be carefu l  not  to  miss  Kash iwanoha-Campus s top .

5 .

Take  the  TX  (semi-rap id  or  loca l)  t ra in  bound for  Tsukuba
(not  Mor iya) .  I t  costs  JPY  690 .  The  last  t ra in  f rom th is  s tat ion
to  Tsukuba leaves  at  00 : 19 .

6 .

I t  takes  about  20-30  minutes  to  get  to  TX  Tsukuba Stat ion .7 .
A  qu ick  walk  to  the  hote l  o f  your  cho ice .8 .

For  a t imetable and more information on travel  f rom Haneda
Airport  to Kashiwanoha Campus,  please cl ick here.
 
For  a t imetable and more information on travel  f rom
Kashiwanoha Campus TX Stat ion to Tsukuba TX Stat ion,  p lease
cl ick here.

BETWEEN HANEDA AND TSUKUBA

Bus and TX to/from Haneda Airport to Tsukuba

T R A V E L  B Y  B U S  &  T X
T R A I N
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https://www.tobu-bus.com/en/haneda/haneda_kashiwa.html
https://www.mir.co.jp/en/


OPT ION D :  Haneda A i rpor t  to  Tsukuba Center  v ia  K i ta-
Sen ju  S tat ion

You wi l l  be  ar r iv ing  at  Termina l  3  fo r  in ternat iona l  f l ights .1 .
A f ter  you  f in ish  the  customs ,  p lease  go  to  the  L imous ine  bus
counter  to  get  a  bus  t icket  to  K i ta-Sen ju  S tat ion  run  by
Ke ikyu  Bus  Serv ice .

2 .

A  bus  t icket  w i l l  cost  JPY  1 , 100  and can be  pa id  w i th  a  cred i t
card .

3 .

The  bus  gate  shou ld  be  4  (but  p lease  conf i rm at  the  booth) .
You  need to  go  to  the  f i r s t  f loor  o f  the  a i rpor t  bu i ld ing  and
walk  to  the  gate  a f ter  you  ex i t  the  door .   

4 .

Once you  ar r ive  at  K i ta-Sen ju  S tat ion  Bus  Termina l ,  go  to
Tsukuba Express  (TX)  ent rance .

5 .

Take  the  TX  ( rap id  or  semi-rap id)  t ra in  bound for  Tsukuba
(not  Mor iya) .  I t  costs  JPY  1 ,050 .  The  last  t ra in  f rom th is
s tat ion  to  Tsukuba leaves  at  23 :56 .

6 .

I t  takes  about  35-45 minutes  to  get  to  TX  Tsukuba Stat ion .7 .
A  qu ick  walk  to  the  hote l  o f  your  cho ice .8 .

For  a  t imetable  and more  in format ion  on  t rave l  f rom Haneda
Ai rpor t  to  K i ta-Sen ju  S tat ion ,  p lease  c l ick  here .

For  a  t imetable  and more  in format ion  on  t rave l  f rom K i ta-Sen ju
TX  S tat ion  to  Tsukuba TX  S tat ion ,  p lease  c l ick  here .

Bus and TX to/from Haneda Airport to Tsukuba

T R A V E L  B Y  B U S  &  T X
T R A I N

BETWEEN HANEDA AND TSUKUBA
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https://hnd-bus.com/airport/h-kitasenjyu/
https://www.mir.co.jp/en/
https://www.mir.co.jp/en/


Bus and TX Narita/Haneda Airport to Tsukuba

T R A V E L  B Y  B U S  &  T X
T R A I N

ROUTES FROM AIRPORTS
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OPTION E :  Taxi  Services from Nari ta & Haneda Airport  to
Tsukuba City

1 .  Y o T a x i s  s e r v i c e  f rom Nari ta and Haneda Airport  to Tsukuba.
Airport  Transfers Pr ivate Van Taxi  uses l imousine type vans.
Transfers avai lable f rom Nari ta/Haneda Airport  and 23 wards
of  Tokyo to nat ionwide with low pr ice.
P ick-up and drop-off  at  a f lat  rate .  I t  can board 1  to 9 people .
For  more information,  c l ick here.

2.  T s u c h i u r a  T a x i
Based in Tsuchiura City ,  a neighboring ci ty  of  Tsukuba.
Can be cal led by the GO-App-Service.
For  more information,  c l ick here.

R E N T A L  C A R
N i p p o n  R e n t - A - C a r

3-5min walk f rom the Congress Center ,  Hotels  around Tsukuba
Center .

Driving from Narita/Haneda Airports to Tsukuba

T R A V E L  B Y  C A R
T A X I

T h e  v e n u e
1  day t icket  JPY 1 ,070
Maximum capacity :  27 for  the north wing,  and 51  for  the south
wing 

H o t e l  J A L  C i t y
JPY 1 ,000/day (15 :00-10 :00 next  day)
Maximum capacity :  29 

Hotel  Nikko Tsukuba
JPY 1 ,000/day (16 :00-11 :00 next  day)
Maximum capacity :  79 

D a i w a  R o y n e t  H o t e l
JPY 1 ,000/day (15 :00-10 :00 next  day)
Maximum capacity :  60 at  a nearby parking bui lding

There are also a few parking bui ldings around Tsukuba Center .

P A R K I N G

1 1

Arr iv ing in Japan

https://narita.airport-taxi.soushin-ichiba.jp/en
https://tsuchiura-taxi.co.jp/en/index.html
https://www.nrgroup-global.com/en/


Useful numbers and websites

G E T T I N G  A R O U N D  I N
J A P A N

12

F o r  e m e r g e n c i e s
Emergency :  1 10
Tokyo  Met ropo l i tan  Po l ice  Eng l i sh  he lp l ine

Phone :  03-3501-01 10  (ava i lab le  24/7) .
I f  you  are  fee l ing  unwel l ,  c l ick  here  for  more  in format ion .
For  weather  warn ings ,  inc lud ing  ear thquakes ,  you  can
download Safety  t ips  app .

In  case  o f  an  ear thquake ,  see  here  on  what  to  do .
In  case  o f  a  tsunami  warn ing ,  see  here  on  what  to  do .

For  more ,  take  a  look  at  Japan safe  t rave l  in format ion
webs i te .

T o u r i s t  i n f o r m a t i o n  c e n t e r
The  Japan Nat iona l  Tour ism Organizat ion  (JNTO)  has  a
tour is t  in format ion  center  in  Tokyo .

Phone :  03-3201-3331 ,  09 :00-17 :00
You can a lso  fo l low them @JapanSafeTrave l  on  X .

S o m e  u s e f u l  p h r a s e s
You can f ind  some usefu l  Japanese  phrases  to  use  f rom here .

U S E F U L  N U M B E R S  A N D  W E B S I T E S

Gett ing around in Japan

https://www.jnto.go.jp/emergency/eng/mi_guide.html
https://www.jnto.go.jp/safety-tips/eng/app.html
https://www.jnto.go.jp/safety-tips/eng/emergency/earthquake/e01.html
https://www.jnto.go.jp/safety-tips/eng/emergency/tsunami/t01.html
https://www.japan.travel/en/japan-safe-travel-information/
https://www.jnto.go.jp/safety-tips/eng/cmcard/index.html


Payment

PAYMENTS
We strongly recommend that  oversea participants

exchange some cash to JPY prior  to  travel ,  or  at
Haneda/Narita Airport .  Carrying cash is  essential  in  Japan.
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Japan uses  cash  more  than cred i t  cards  in  commerc ia l
set t ings .  Make  sure  that  you  have  some Japanese  Yen  on  you!
And i f  in  doubt ,  use  Su ica .  You  can f ind  more  about  Su ica  on
the  next  page .

Most  t ra in  t icket  machines  (except  Sh inkansen ,  bu l le t  t ra ins)
and bus  fare  boxes  do  NOT accept  c red i t  cards .  P lease
prepare  cash  or  a  Su ica  card .

C A S H  O R  C R E D I T  C A R D ?

C U R R E N C Y  E X C H A N G E

Gett ing around in Japan

There is  only one shop ( in a shopping mal l  across the street  f rom
the venue) that  offers  currency exchange.  No banks in Tsukuba,
including Post  Off ices ,  of fer  currency exchange services.  There
are l imited services in central  Tokyo.  We strongly recommend
that you exchange foreign currency to Japanese Yen at  airports .

Currency exchange shop in Tsukuba
Daikoku-ya Tsukuba at  Dayz Town (1st  f loor  of  the Dayz Town
shopping mal l)

Address :  1-9-2 Takezono,  Tsukuba
Phone:  029-886-9310
Opening hours :  10 :00-19 :00
Exchangeable Currencies (to JPY) :  US$,  Euros ,  UK£,  CA$,  AU$,
KRWon,  HK$,  THBaht ,  SG$,  PHPeso,  CHYuan

You can withdraw cash from ATMs,  but  services are l imited.  You
can f ind more about how to withdraw cash from ATMs in Japan
from here.

A T M s

https://wise.com/us/blog/atms-in-japan


Suica card

S U I C A  C A R D

W h e r e  t o  b u y  a  S u i c a  c a r d ?
You can on ly  purchase  Su ica  cards  f rom JR  East  T rave l  Serv ice
Center ,  wh ich  i s  located in  a  l imi ted  number  o f  JR  t ra in  s tat ions
and NOT in  Tsukuba .  You can purchase in  Apple  Wal le t ,  but  NOT
wi th  a  US  V isa  (on ly  Mastercard or  Amex)

H o w  t o  u s e  a  S u i c a  c a r d ?
Th is  card  can be  used to  pay  fares  for  the  fo l lowing t ranspor t .

TX  t ra in  (Tskuba to  Tokyo  area) ,  subways  and JR  t ra ins  in
Tokyo  area ,  loca l  busses  in  Tsukuba and Tokyo ,  a i rpor t  bus
fare  (between Tsukuba and Haneda) .
Most  tax i  fa res  ( tax is  can usual ly  be  pa id  by  cred i t  card) .  
A lso ,  many s tores ,  espec ia l ly  around t ra in  s tat ions ,  accept
th is  card  for  payment  o f  merchandise .

R e l o a d i n g
Cards  can be  charged at  t icket  machines  at  a l l  t ra in  s tat ions
(may take  a  cred i t  card) ,  o r  at  the  pay  machine  on  the  buses
(main ly  cash  on ly ,  and you  have  to  ask  the  dr iver  in  Japanese!)

A p p l e  W a l l e t
You wi l l  not  be  ab le  to  add Su ica  card  to  your  Apple  Wal le t  i f
you  have  a  US  V isa  card ,  but  i t  i s  compat ib le  w i th  MasterCard
and AMEX .
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Su ica  card  i s  a  must-have when t rave l l ing  in  Japan .  Japan s t i l l
has  many shops  that  do  not  accept  c red i t  cards ,  but  Su ica
cards  are  o f ten  accepted ,  a long wi th  cash .

We strongly recommend that  oversea participants purch ase
a “Welcome Suica Card” at  Haneda,  Welcome Suica

exclusive vending machine.  This  is  not  available at  Narita.

Gett ing around in Japan

https://www.jreast.co.jp/multi/en/welcomesuica/welcomesuica.html
https://www.jreast.co.jp/multi/en/welcomesuica/welcomesuica.html


Travelling

T R A V E L L I N G  

Trains are very ef f ic ient  way of  t ravel .  They are always on t ime,
and run frequent ly .  You can travel  almost any trains with a Suica
card (excluding the bul let  t rain) .

Tsukuba Express (TX) train is  a convenient  way of  t ravel l ing from
Tsukuba to central  Tokyo.  P lease note that  TX train wi l l  run on a
new schedule start ing on March 16 ,  2024.  P lease v is i t  here before
heading to Tsukuba.

You can travel  around Tokyo by using a combinat ion of  the metro
and JR l ines .  There are lots  of  metro and JR l ines ,  and the network
is  quite complex!  I t  is  useful  to use Google Maps or  Citymapper to
plan your t r ips .
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Gett ing around in Japan

T R A I N S

Japan is  usual ly  not  included in non-Asian phone plans.  One
solut ion to this  problem is  to rent  a pocket  WiF i .  You can pick
them up at  the airport  and also return them there.  Ninja wif i  is
just  one example of  a company providing such a service.

W I F I  A C E S S

https://www.mir.co.jp/en/
https://www.google.co.jp/maps
https://citymapper.com/
https://ninjawifi.com/en?pr_vmaf=pDlQozhGrE&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=gad_202205&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiA_OetBhAtEiwAPTeQZ2oVAGhf7Ag4MofnxQQ5AdRv2A7h0uPkPd2kf_hT1DN7q6ErX-nTaRoCc6kQAvD_BwE


Tsukuba

TSUKUBA
Tsukuba is  a  sc ience  c i ty  fu l l  o f  th ings  to  do .  For  pract ica l  day-
to-day  suggest ions ,  p lease  check  the  webs i te .  These  inc lude :

Nearby  restaurants  fo r  lunch ,  as  we l l  as  supermarkets  and
conven ience s tores  to  get  food and dr inks  fo r  lunch .
Loca l  at t ract ion  s i tes  fo r  fami ly  members .
Restaurants  fo r  d inner ,  inc lud ing  those  accessed by  tax i  o r
bus .  We wi l l  a lso  set  up  a  s ign-up sheet  at  the  He lp  Desk  for
group d inners  and he lp  make reservat ions .
Shopping mal ls  in  the  Tsukuba area and popular  shops  for
loca l  and Japanese  goods .
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Gett ing around in Tsukuba

https://s4snjapanmeeting2024.themedia.jp/


Tsukuba Station map

T S U K U B A  S T A T I O N  A N D
S U R R O U N D I N G  A R E A
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Conference venue

T S U K U B A
I N T E R N A T I O N A L
C O N G R E S S  C E N T E R
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FROM TX TSUKUBA STATION/TSUKUBA
CENTER BUS STATION

Directions to the venue

1 .  From the TX Tsukuba Stat ion,   take the
escalator  up and exit  f rom exit  A3 to go to the Bus
Terminal  at  ground level .

2 .  Once you are at  the Bus Terminal ,   walk
towards the Bivi  bui lding to f ind an escalator  next
to the big stairs .

3 .  Take the escalator  up to the second f loor
pedestr ian path,  and walk straight  ahead (go
south).

4.  Cross the overpass.

5.  Walk straight  unt i l  you f ind a crossing,  and
cross this  street  to enter  a park.

6.  You wi l l  f ind a back door entrance to the Jal
City Hotel  on your r ight ,  but  keep walking straight
ahead unti l  you f ind a back door entrance to the
venue.

7 .  Once you are in the bui lding,  keep walking
straight  unt i l  you f ind the huge stairs .

8 .  Take escalators up to the third f loor .  You wi l l
f ind the Registrat ion Desk r ight  outside of
Meeting Hal l  300.

Detai led access information to the conference venue,  Tsukuba
International  Congress Center  (TICC) can be found in Japanese
and Engl ish .
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C O N F E R E N C E  V E N U E

https://www.epochal.or.jp/access/
https://www.epochal.or.jp/en/access/


FROM TX TSUKUBA STATION/TSUKUBA
CENTER BUS STATION

Directions to hotels

1 .  From the TX Tsukuba Stat ion,   take the
escalator  up and exit  f rom exit  A3 to go to the Bus
Terminal  at  ground level .

2 .  Once you are at  the Bus Terminal ,   walk
towards the Bivi  bui lding to f ind an escalator  next
to the big stairs .

3 .  Take the escalator  up to the second f loor
pedestr ian path.

4.  Turn left  towards the hotel .

5 .  Enter  this  door .

6 .  Take an elevator  down to the f i rst  f loor  to get
to the reception desk of  the hotel .
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H O T E L  N I K K O  T S U K U B A



FROM TX TSUKUBA STATION/TSUKUBA
CENTER BUS STATION

Directions to hotels

1 .  From the TX Tsukuba Stat ion,   take the
escalator  up and exit  f rom exit  A5.

2 .  Looking at  the stairs  on your left ,  enter  the
shopping mall  bui lding and take another
escalators up.

3.  Once at  the ground level ,  turn left  to go out  of
the bui lding.

4.  With Mister  Donuts shop on your r ight ,  turn left
on the s idewalk at  this  corner .  I f  you arr ive by
bus,  cross the road toward the Mister  Donuts shop
and fol low steps 5 and 6 below.

5.  Walk straight  on the s idewalk (go west)  for
about 50 meters .

6.  The hotel  entrance wi l l  be on your left .
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D A I W A  R O Y N E T  H O T E L



FROM TX TSUKUBA STATION/TSUKUBA
CENTER BUS STATION

Directions to hotels

1 .  From the TX Tsukuba Stat ion,   take the
escalator  up and exit  f rom exit  A3 to go to the Bus
Terminal  at  ground level .

2 .  Once you are at  the Bus Terminal ,   walk
towards the Bivi  bui lding to f ind an escalator  next
to the big stairs .

3 .  Take the escalator  up to the second f loor
pedestr ian path,  and walk straight  ahead (go
south).

4.  Cross the overpass.

5.  Walk straight  unt i l  you f ind a crossing.

6.  Cross the street ,  turn r ight ,  walk along the
street  a few meters to f ind the main entrance
(and parking lot)  of  the hotel .

or

6.  Walk straight  for  a few meters after  you cross
the street  to f ind a back door entrance (open
unti l  23:00) to the hotel  on your r ight
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J A L  C I T Y  H O T E L



Hotels

ACCOMMODATIONS
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Restaurants

RESTAURANTS
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Shopping

SHOPPING
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On Tuesday  (day  2) ,  there  w i l l  be  an  oppor tun i ty  fo r  S4SN Japan
Meet ing  at tendees  to  exp lore  Japan .  You  can f ind  excurs ion
proposa ls ,  suggested by  the  Loca l  Commit tee .  

I f  you  p lan  on  jo in ing  the  excurs ions ,  p lease  remember  to
br ing  cash .  Th is  can be  in  JPY  or  a  Su ica  card ,  most ly  to  pay
for  busses  and t ra ins .
There  w i l l  be  a  He lp  Desk  near  where  you  w i l l  reg is ter  fo r  the
Meet ing ,  to  answer  any  quest ions  (e .g . ,  t ra in  and bus
schedules)  about  th ings  to  do  dur ing  excurs ion  t ime .
There  w i l l  a lso  be  a  s ign-up sheet  on  Monday (day  1 ) ,  so  that
you can t rave l  together  and exp lore  Japan in  groups .
You  can f ind  a  summary  o f  excurs ion  recommendat ions  in
th is  t rave l  book let .  We have  a lso  created a  webs i te  w i th
more  deta i led  descr ipt ion  o f  suggested v is i ts  -  take  a  look !

Excursions

EXCURSION
RECOMMENDATIONS
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Excursion recommendations

https://s4snjapanmeeting2024.themedia.jp/


P l a n  1 :  M o u n t  T s u k u b a  f o r  h i k i n g  a n d  m o r e  ( S a k e - T a s t i n g )
Mount  Tsukuba is  one  o f  the  famous  mounta ins  in  Japan .  There
are  mul t ip le  p lans  to  en joy  the  Mount  Tsukuba area .

Take  the  loca l  bus  l ine  to  the  Tsukuba Shr ine  (Tsukubasan
j in ja  i ruguch i) .  You  can f ind  the  bus  routes  here .
Once at  the  Tskuba Shr ine ,  take  the  cable  car/ ropeway to
the  peak .  You  can f ind  more  about  t ickets  here .  P lease  note
that  there  i s  a  5-minute  s teep uph i l l  wa lk  to  the  cable
stat ion .  You  can f ind  more  about  the  Tsukuba Shr ine  f rom
th is  l ink .
For  those  who are  more  adventurous ,  there  are  mul t ip le
h ik ing  routes  that  you  can en joy .  You  can f ind  more  f rom th is
l ink .
Once at  the  top  o f  Mount  Tsukuba ,  en joy  the  cher ry
b lossoms!
You can a lso  v is i t  a  sake  brewery  and a  hot  spr ing  (Tsukuba
no yu) .

Tsukuba area

E X P L O R I N G  T S U K U B A  A R E A
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https://www.mt-tsukuba.com/global/en/
https://www.mt-tsukuba.com/global/en/access/
https://www.mt-tsukuba.com/global/en/cablecar-ropeway/
https://en.japantravel.com/ibaraki/mt-tsukuba-and-shrine/61498
https://www.mt-tsukuba.com/global/en/trekking/
https://www.minanogawa.jp/
https://tsukubanoyu.com/
https://tsukubanoyu.com/


P l a n  2 :  N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  i n  T s u k u b a  C i t y  f o r  m o r e  s c i e n c e !
Mount  Tsukuba is  one  o f  the  famous  mounta ins  in  Japan .  There
are  mul t ip le  p lans  to  en joy  the  Mount  Tsukuba area .

V is i t  the  botan ica l  garden (opening hours :  09 :00-16 :30 ,  las t
ent ry  at  16 :00) .  You  can take  the  loca l  bus ,  wa lk  or  rent  a
b ike .
V is i t  the  Tsukuba EXPO Center ,  a  sc ience  museum  (open ing
hours :  09 :50-17 :00 ,  las t  ent ry  at  16 :30) .  You  can f ind  more
in format ion  here .
V is i t  the  Tsukuba Space Center ,  JAXA (opening hours :  10 :00-
17 :00 ,  f ree  admiss ion) .  You  can f ind  more  in format ion  here .
V is i t  the  Tsukuba Geolog ica l  Museum (opening hours :  09 :30-
16 :30 ,  f ree  admiss ion) .  You  can f ind  more  in format ion  here .
See  the  cher ry  b lossom around Nat iona l  Agr icu l ture
Research  Organizat ion  (NARO)  (open ing hours :  09 :00-16 :00 ,
f ree  admiss ion) .

Tsukuba area

E X P L O R I N G  T S U K U B A  A R E A
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https://www.mt-tsukuba.com/global/en/
https://tbg.kahaku.go.jp/english/index.php
https://tbg.kahaku.go.jp/english/userguide/access/index.html
https://www.japan.travel/en/spot/1454/
https://www.expocenter.or.jp/files/topics/825_ext_01_0.pdf
https://global.jaxa.jp/about/centers/tksc/
https://global.jaxa.jp/activity/pr/brochure/files/centers01_e.pdf
https://www.gsj.jp/Muse/en/
https://www.gsj.jp/Muse/en/pamphlet2020.pdf
https://www.naro.go.jp/tarh/en/index.html
https://www.naro.go.jp/tarh/en/index.html


P l a n  3 :  C y c l i n g  a r o u n d  K a s u m i g a u r a  L a k e  o r  M o u n t  T s u k u b a
For  those  who pre fer  outdoor  act iv i t ies ,  you  can cyc le  around
Tsukuba area and exp lore  a l l  that  Tsukuba has  to  o f fe r .

Take  the  loca l  bus  to  Tsuch iura ,  and rent  a  b ike .  You  can f ind
more  about  var ious  cyc l ing  routes  f rom here .  You  need to
book  the  b ikes  in  advance .
You  can a lso  go  s t rawberry  p ick ing ,  o r  go  on  a  boat  r ide  in
Kasumigaura .

Tsukuba area

E X P L O R I N G  T S U K U B A  A R E A
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https://www.ringringroad.com/english/about/
https://www.ringringroad.com/english/rentalcycle/


P l a n  4 :  A s a k u s a  a n d  A k i h a b a r a  a r e a
Vis i t  Asakusa i s  known for  i t s  famous  temple  (Senso- j i )  and
Skyt ree  Tower .  Ak ihabara  i s  a  town f i l led  w i th  e lect ron ic
gadgets ,  pop-cu l ture ,  and  cook ing  ut i l i t ies !

Take  the  TX  to  Asakusa Stat ion  (40-50 minutes) ,  then  a
metro .  You  can return  to  Tsukuba v ia  Ak ihabara  on  the  TX .
You  can f ind  more  about  Asakusa f rom here .
Kappabash i  i s  a  town famous  for  cook ing  ut i l i t ies .
You  can go  up Skyt ree  Tower  to  get  a  panoramic  v iew of
Tokyo .
You  can en joy  cher ry  b lossoms f rom Sumida R iver .  You  can
f ind  more  cru ise  opt ions  f rom here .
Ak ihabara  i s  a  town of  e lect ron ics  and Japanese  pop cu l ture .

Tokyo area

E X P L O R I N G  T O K Y O  A R E A
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https://www.japan-guide.com/e/e3004.html
https://www.japan-guide.com/e/e3020.html
https://www.japan-guide.com/e/e3064.html
https://www.japan.travel/en/spot/1688/
https://livejapan.com/en/article-a0001016/
https://www.japan-guide.com/e/e3003.html


P l a n  5 :  I m p e r i a l  P a l a c e  a r e a ,  T o k y o  S t a t i o n ,  a n d  G i n z a
Th is  suggested p lan  g ives  you  an  oppor tun i ty  to  en joy
t rad i t iona l  and modern  Japan!

Take  the  TX  and metro  to  the  cent re  o f  Tokyo .  You  can e i ther
take  the  TX  back  or  take  the  h ighway bus  f rom Tokyo  Stat ion .
You  can en joy  cher ry  b lossoms f rom many locat ions  in  Tokyo ,
but  some famous  p laces  inc ludes  K i tanomaru  Park ,  and
Chidor igafuch i .
You  can a lso  v is i t  the  Imper ia l  Pa lace  and nearby  areas ,
such as  the  Imper ia l  Pa lace  Each Garden ,  and N i jubash i
Br idge .
The  Imper ia l  Pa lace  i s  c lose  to  the  Marunouchi  and Tokyo
Stat ion  area ,  as  we l l  as  the  G inza  d is t r ic t .

Tokyo area

E X P L O R I N G  T O K Y O  A R E A
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https://www.japan.travel/en/spot/1728/
https://en.japantravel.com/places/tokyo/chidorigafuchi/107
https://www.japan-guide.com/e/e3018.html
https://www.env.go.jp/garden/kokyogaien/english/point01.html
https://www.env.go.jp/garden/kokyogaien/english/point01.html
https://www.japan-guide.com/e/e3037.html
https://www.japan-guide.com/e/e3037.html
https://www.japan-guide.com/e/e3005.html


Tokyo area

E X P L O R I N G  T O K Y O  A R E A
P l a n  6 :  U e n o  a r e a
Ueno area i s  home to  many museums and cu l tura l  exper iences .

Take  the  TX  and JR  l ine  or  metro  to  Ueno Stat ion .
You  can en joy  cher ry  b lossoms in  Ueno Park .
For  at tendees  w i th  young ch i ldren ,  Ueno Zoo  (open ing hours :
09 :30-17 :00 ,  las t  ent ry  at  16 :00)  i s  a lso  in  the  area .
There  are  many museums in  Ueno .  You  can en joy  Nat iona l
Museum of  Nature  and Sc ience ,  Tokyo  Nat iona l  Museum,  and
Nat iona l  Museum of  Western  Ar t .

Tokyo  Nat iona l  Museum cur rent ly  has  a  spec ia l  exh ib i t ion
of  Go lden Ha l l  o f  Chuson j i  Temple .

Near  the  Ueno area ,  you  can a lso  venture  out  to  Ameyoko
St reet ,  wh ich  i s  a  market  s t reet  fu l l  o f  Japanese  cu l ture .
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https://www.japan.travel/en/spot/1675/
https://www.tokyo-zoo.net/english/ueno/index.html
https://www.kahaku.go.jp/english/
https://www.tnm.jp/?lang=en
https://www.nmwa.go.jp/en/
https://www.japan-guide.com/e/e3012.html
https://www.japan-guide.com/e/e3012.html


P l a n  7 :  T s u k i j i  a n d  S h i b a  a r e a
Go to  Tsuk i j i  and Sh iba for  some sush i ,  Japanese  goods ,
Japanese  s ty le  garden ,  temples ,  and more!

Take  the  TX  and JR  l ine  or  metro  to  a  nearby  s tat ion .
V is i t  Tsuk i j i ,  a  fo rmer  f i sh  market .  The  cur rent  one  has  moved
to  Toyosu .
You  can a lso  en joy  cher ry  b lossoms at  Hamar ikyu  Garden ,  o r
f rom Sh iba Zo jo j i  Temple .
You  can en joy  a  panoramic  v iew of  Tokyo  f rom Tokyo  Tower .

Tokyo area

E X P L O R I N G  T O K Y O  A R E A
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https://www.tsukiji.or.jp/english/
https://www.toyosu-market.or.jp/en/
https://www.japan.travel/en/spot/370/
https://en.japantravel.com/tokyo/cherry-blossoms-at-zojoji-temple-tokyo/12037
https://www.japan-guide.com/e/e3009.html


P l a n  8 :  S h i b u y a  a n d  S h i n j u k u
Sh ibuya i s  famous  for  i t s  scramble  cross ing ,  and these  areas
are  fu l l  o f  new bu i ld ings ,  parks  and more!

Take  the  TX  and JR  l ine  or  metro  to  Sh ibuya ,  Hara juku ,  o r
Sh in juku  S tat ion .
Exp lore  Sh ibuya area ,  and i ts  b ig  scramble  cross ing .

I f  you  want  a  n ice  v iew of  the  scramble  cross ing ,  go  to  the
second f loor  o f  S tarbucks  in  f ront  o f  the  cross ing .

You  can en joy  Hara juku  and Omotesando area ,  and Mei j i
Shr ine  which  i s  nearby .

Takesh i ta  S t reet  i s  known for  i t s  fash ion .  I f  you  go  to  smal l
s t reets  o f f  o f  i t ,  there  are  lo ts  o f  v in tage shops .

You  can en joy  cher ry  b lossoms in  Yoyogi  Park ,  and Sh in juku
Gyoen Park .

Tokyo area

E X P L O R I N G  T O K Y O  A R E A

34

Excursion recommendations

https://www.japan-guide.com/e/e3007.html
https://www.japan-guide.com/e/e3006.html
https://www.japan-guide.com/e/e3002.html
https://www.japan-guide.com/e/e3002.html
https://tokyocheapo.com/entertainment/harajuku-takeshita-street-guide/
https://matcha-jp.com/en/6010
https://www.japan-guide.com/e/e3034_001.html
https://www.japan-guide.com/e/e3034_001.html


P l a n  9 :  C h e r r y  b l o s s o m  i n  J a p a n e s e  s t y l e  g a r d e n s
I f  you  want  to  en joy  cher ry  b lossoms in  Japanese  s ty le  gardens ,
there  are  many opt ions  ava i lab le !

Take  TX  and JR  l ine  or  metro  to  the  nearby  s tat ions .  You  can
v is i t  one  o f  these  gardens  as  par t  o f  o ther  excurs ion  p lans .

Ko ish ikawa korakuen garden
R ikug ien  garden
Muko j ima hyakkaen garden
And many more!  P lease  see  the  webs i te  fo r  more  ideas .

Tokyo area

E X P L O R I N G  T O K Y O  A R E A
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Excursion recommendations

https://www.japan-guide.com/e/e3034_003.html
https://www.japan-guide.com/e/e3026.html
https://www.tokyo-park.or.jp/teien/en/mukojima/
https://s4snjapanmeeting2024.themedia.jp/


More things to see

M O R E  E X P L O R I N G
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Excursion recommendations

Excurs ion  p lans  recommended by  the  loca l  commit tee  are  in  no
way an  exhaust ive  l i s t  o f  p laces  to  see  in  Tsukuba and Tokyo .
You  can f ind  more  suggested p laces  to  v is i t  be low ,  and on  the
webs i te .  You  can a lso  ask  the  loca l  commit tee  at  the  He lp  Desk .

For  a  qu ick  overv iew of  Tsukuba ,  p lease  c l ick  here .
For  some shopping and ar t ,  you  can go  to  Tokyo  Midtown ,
and Azabudai  H i l l s .
Odaiba v ia  Sumida R iver  boat

You can f ind  a  l i fe-s i ze "  Gundam statue  at  D iverC i ty  Tokyo
P laza .

teamLab has  mul t ip le  immers ive  ar t  exh ib i ts  ( that  i s  a l l  over
Instagram!)

One of  the  exh ib i ts  i s  in  Azabudai  H i l l s  (ment ioned above) .
Other  Japanese  exper iences  inc lude go ing  to  hot  spr ings ,
karaoke ,  conven ience s tores ,  and more .

Some usefu l  webs i tes  to  look  for  th ings  to  do  in  Japan are :
T rave l  Japan
Japan Guide

https://s4snjapanmeeting2024.themedia.jp/
https://www.city.tsukuba.lg.jp/material/files/group/31/TSUKUBA_CITY_leaflet.pdf
https://www.japan-guide.com/e/e3031_midtown.html
https://www.azabudai-hills.com/en/index.html
https://www.japan-guide.com/e/e3008.html
https://www.teamlab.art/
https://www.japan.travel/en/uk/
https://www.japan-guide.com/


Final words

S4SN p lann ing  and loca l  commit tees  have  worked to  make th is
conference a  spec ia l  one ,  inc lud ing  en joy ing  a l l  that  Japan has
to  o f fe r ,  dur ing  the  spec ia l  cher ry  b lossom season .  We hope
that  you  have  a  wonder fu l  t ime!

I f  you  have  any  quest ions ,  p lease  s top  by  the  He lp  Desk .  We are
more  than happy to  answer  any  quest ions  and g ive  you
suggest ions .
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Final  words


